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. British views on UN Covmitiee’s Berlin plan--Foreign

Secretary Devin has replied to ssy London, can-
cerning the recent US suggestion that the U Technical
Committee’s proposal for fizcal reorganization in Berlin
should be regarded as inapplicable to the situation, that
British techunical experis consider the Committee’s pro-
posal to be workable with appropriaie amendments. Hevin
reportedly belioves that the suggested US counterproposal
(oroviding for acceptance of the Soviet mark on the basis
of sutonomous use in the three western seciors) is
“obvicusly unacceptable’” to the USSE and wight enable the
Kremlin to place the blame on the western powers for the
breakdown of the Security Council’s mediation efforts,
EBevin also expressed his fear that neuiral wembers of the
SC would renct adversely i the western povers rejected
the Commitiee’s proprazls. Bevia alsc indicated that
British experts in Beriin kzve reported tiat “‘no compelling
need’’ exisis for the esiablishwment of the western mark in
the western sectors. ovin asked the Embassy what US
intentions in Berlin are mnd whether the U3 really wanis a
settlement, :

. Soviet compromise on “ierlin dispute believed unlikely--US
Embassy Moscow expracdes its belied tuat there is absolutely

no indication of any Sovist willingness to recch an agreement
cn the Berlin dispuie at any price which the U8 could concelv-
ably pay. The Embasay ‘cels that the Kremlin will continue

to welceme any de’ays waich do not interferc with the mainta -
nance of the blockade and permit the strengthening of the
organization of the German Communist puppeis. The Embassy
also believes that the UISR is likely to “‘tall business’’ only

if the Kremlin is convinced that the western powers can
“dacisively win the baitle for Berlin,”
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